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Tarleton State University 

Theory Placement Examination: All new and 
transferring students must take a Music Theory 
Placement Examination. It consists of  a written 
section in the areas of  theory and musicianship, as 
well as testing in the areas of  sight singing, ear 
training, and keyboard skills. This exam is taken 
during the first semester at Tarleton.
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Some Theory Entrance Exams

Baylor University 

Undergraduate
I. Regular Placement
All students entering the School of Music as a music major or minor are required to take a 
Theory/Musicianship Placement Exam. The exam is designed to determine readiness for 
Mus 1301 (Theory I) and Mus 1101 (Musicianship I).
Part I of the exam covers written theory fundamentals- treble and bass clefs, note names 
(identification on staff and on keyboard), accidentals, enharmonic pitches, major key 
signatures, rhythmic values and meter signatures. Based on this part of the exam students 
are advised to take either Mus 1200 (Introductory Theory) or Mus 1301 (Theory I).
Part II of the exam tests basic aural skills-intervals, triad quality, meter identification, 
rhythmic dictation, melodic dictation, and melodic error detection. Based on this part of the 
exam, students are advised to take either Mus 1100 (Introductory Musicianship) or Mus 
1101 (Musicianship I).
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University of  Valley Forge 



Some Theory Entrance Exams

Appalachian State University 

The Music Theory Placement Exam: 
The exam consists of 9 required sections of questions regarding written elements of music theory, 
followed by 3 optional sections of questions regarding music theory aptitude, student confidence, and 
standardized test scores.  The optional sections are for research purposes, while the required 
sections are used for music theory course placement.  The required sections assess knowledge in 
the following areas:
• Rhythm Notation
• Scales
• Intervals
• Triads
• Key Signatures
• Musical Pattern Completion

The online exam can be accessed here:
https://appstate.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3rwLAnT3EJe99Rz
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Options for Online Testing

floydrichmond.com 

teoria.com 

musictheory.net 

Appalachian State University - Qualtrics 

harmonium.com 

Coming soon:   

floydrichmond.com/notation/fundamentals.html



floydrichmond.com



floydrichmond.com

These programs are not  

comprehensive and do not 

 interact with common LMS  

systems such as Blackboard or 

 Canvas.  Students may complete 

the activity and then submit  

proof  of  their accomplishment 

which must be recorded by the 

teacher. 
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teoria.com



Appalachian

Demo 

Purpose  

Content 

Pros 

Cons



Appalachian

Demo - Play Video or Take Test



Appalachian

Purpose 

Addresses specifically placement in 
fundamentals or theory.  



Appalachian

Content 

Standard and non-standard notation (C/I) 

Rhythmic notation in simple and compound meters (C/I) 

Are these triads? (Y/N) 

Name the major and minor key signatures. 

Name the scales. (M m d A) 

Quality of  intervals (P M m d A) 

Quality of  triads (M m d A) 

Can you see and continue the patterns? (intervalic, arpeggios)



Appalachian

Pros 

Well-designed, thoughtful questions, generally thorough. 

Looks at things differently than many entrance exams. 

Record keeping 

Immediate notification of  results 

Timed (prevents lengthy exams, and makes it difficult for students to cheat) 

Random order of  similar problems? 

Bulletproof- always works (with internet connection)



Appalachian

Cons:  

Mostly recognition rather than construction 

Content - No figured bass symbols, Rhythm limited to 
standard, non standard meter 

Content - not customizable - though you could contact the 
school and possibly collaborate. 

Some exceedingly difficult content (D# harmonic minor scale) 

Timed (sometimes, barely enough for a very fast student)



musictheory.net



musictheory.net

Experience musictheory.net potential placement 
test at: 

http://floydrichmond.com/atmi2019 

See video demo (Warning, large file, right click to download before playing)



harmonia.com       (content)



floydrichmond.com/notation/fundamentals.html

In development! 

Coming soon! 

Preview:   

floydrichmond.com/usetech/musicalflashcards/aaaindex.html
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